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Meaning of progress to African Americans
[bookmark: _GoBack]To some African Americans, progress meant the abolishment of Black Codes, which were established in 1865 and 1866 by the Southern States. Some of the African Americans believed that progress was not achieved if the black codes still existed. To them, progress was only achieved if these laws were abolished. The black codes restricted African Americans freedom and compelled them to low wages (Dagbovie, 2010). These codes made the American Africans inferior, and they were meant to maintain white supremacy. The existence of black codes showed that African Americans were not indeed free. 
To other African Americans, progress meant their ability to enjoy the same rights as their white counterparts. Such rights include voting rights and the rights to own property. Progress meant that African Americans were not subjected to racial discrimination or social segregation. (Edwards, 2007).  It meant equality between them and the whites in all spheres of life. Yet to other African Americans, progress meant that they could be represented politically at the local, state and national level. It was their ability to advocate for their rights and get government jobs. The progress they anticipated would be granted with the establishment of the 14th and 15th Amendments. 
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